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Sir: 



This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after the receipt of a first Official 
Action. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, applicant's attorney wishes to bring to the 
attention of the Patent and Trademark Office the following items cited in the attached European 
Search Report and listed on the accompanying Form PTO/SB/08A. The undersigned certifies 
that each item of information contained in this statement was first cited in a communication from 
a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application dated May 26, 2003, which is not 
more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 



The Commissioner is authorized to charge any fees or credit any overpayments to Law 
Offices of Peter H. Priest Deposit Account No. 50-1058. 



ITEMS 



Document No. 

1. U.S. Patent No. 5,448,674 

2. U.S. Patent No. 5,838,867 

3 . PCT Publication No. WO 99/42869 

4. PCT Publication No. WO 01/55756 

5. PCT Publication No. WO 01/77727 

6. PCT Publication No. WO 02/2 1 1 73 



Publication Date Patentee/Applicant 
09/05/1 995 Vengsarkar et al. 



11/17/1998 
02/17/1999 
08/02/2001 
10/18/2001 
03/14/2002 



Onishi et al. 

Corning Incorporated 

MCI Worldcom, Inc. 

Sumitomo Electric 
Industries, Ltd. 
Corning Incorporated 



The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made nor shall it be construed as an admission that the 
information cited is considered to be material to patentability, nor shall it be construed that no 
other material information exists. 



Respectfully submitted, 




P|ter H. Priest 
Reg. No. 30,210 
Priest & Goldstein, PLLC 
5015 Southpark Drive, Suite 230 
Durham, NC 27713-7736 
(919) 806-1600 
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Complete if Known 


Application Number 


10/098,679 


Filing Date 


03/15/2002 


First Named Inventor 


DiGiovanni et al. 


Art Unit 


2874 


Examiner Name 


Lin, Tina M. 


Sheet | 1 I of | 1 


Attorney Docket Number 


119.0008 







U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number- Kind 2 (if known) 






US- 5,448,674 


09/05/1995 


Vengsarkar et al. 








US- 5 838.867 


11/17/1998 


Onishi et al. 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures Appear 


T 6 


Country Code 3 -Number" -Kind Code 5 (if known) 






WO - -99/42869 


02/17/1999 


Corning Incorporated 










WO --01/55756 


08/02/2001 


MCI Worldcom, Inc. 










WO - -01/77727 


10/18/2001 


Sumitomo Electric 
Industries, Ltd. 










WO - -02/21173 


03/14/2002 


Coming Incorporated 
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Considered 


I 



* EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.aov or MPEP 
901 .04. Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication 
of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols 
as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation 
is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case 
Any comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, Patent and Trademark 
Office, Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 



